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]fnatwe has made any one th'mg less suscepﬁlo le than all others of
exclusive property, it is the action of the thinking power called an
idea, which an individual may exclusively ]pOssess as long as he keeps
it to himself; but the moment it is divulged, it forces itsebf into the
possession of every one, and the receiver cannot dispossess himse[f
of tt. Its peculiar character, too, is that no one jpossesses the less, be-
cause every other jpossesses the whole of it. He who receives an idea
from me, receives instruction himse f without lessen'mg mine; as he

who hgh’cs his taper at mine, recetves Lgh‘c without darkenmg me.
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