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f. 4 BILL for oflablifbing RELIGIOUS FREEDOM,

R
;

it~ printed for' the confideration Lf the PEOPLE;

ELL aware that the opinions and belicf of ien depend ot on their own will, but follow involanta- B
1ily the evidence propofed to their minds, that Alwighty God hatbs created the mind frec, and *
manifelted his Supreme Wil that free bt Guall ropiain, by making it altogether lufceptille of «
reftraint: That all attempts to influcnce It by temporal punifbment or basthews, or by dvilinces '

padications, tenl only to beget habiu of hypocrify and meam and are w depariure from the plan of the boly

author of oar relliglon, who being [ord both of body and mind, yet chofe not to propagate it by coerclans oa t

elther, 3¢ wasin bls Almlghty power todo, but to catend it by il joflence on reafun alonc: That the oploas )

i Tamption of legiftvtors am{ymlen. civil a3 well as ecclefiaflica), who, being themfelves Lut fallihic and uoia: a

|, fpired men, have affumed domlnion over the (aith of others, (etting up their own opinloos and wiodes of think. .
* ing, 2 the only crue and infallible, and as fuch, endeavouriog to impofc them oa others, bath eflablithed and
- smaintuined falfc religions over the greatef part of the world, and through o)l time: That to compel a roan, %,

e fumimt contributions of moncy far the propagation of opliilons which he didbelleves aod sbher, s figful and '

Re. tyranaical: That even the (orcing him o fapport thls er that teaclier of Bis own religious perfualon, is

dep-iving him of the comfortible Liberty of giving his coutribations 1o the particolar paflor whofe morals be
" would uike his pacern, aad whole powers hie fcely moft perfuafive to dglueoulnels,” and is withdrawiag from

3 the Vi uitry thofe wmporal rewards which, pracecding from an appeobation of thelr peifonal conduct, are,

1 an additiondl incitement to carneft and vpremitting labour fur the inftrakion of mankindc That onr dvil 1

[} righus have no depcudance on our religlons oplalons, any mote \han on oar opinleas in phylicks ar goowetrya '

f=  Tan theeefore the po-fibing any Gtizen a9 wnworthy the publick confidence, by laying upon him an

. tocapacity of Seing callel 1o offices of trult and emolument, unlels he profch or renounce this or hatrelighous _

P opinlaa, ks depriviag him injurioufly of thofe privilcges and 1dvantages o which, in commoe with & fellow. *

[ dtzeas be bt a aatural righte "m 3 unrﬂfo to carvap! the principles of that very religion ivfs meant °

\ ® s100arage, by heibing with a monopoly of wordly hoooars and ¢molaments, thale ‘who will cxtermally "¢
a 50:. Thas though indeed thefe are atminal who do not witbfland fuch temptatlon,

yet ncithee ate thofe hinocknt who lay the balt in thelr wayy Thatbc"opinisns ol men are not thy RKjed of:

« civil governmeat, oor ander Its jurifdiction: -That to Guffér (he civil Magiltrate to intrude hds power intothe -3

}  Seld of opinion, and 10 refteain the profeffinn or propagation of principles on fuppofion of their M sendency,.
> 15 a dangerous fallacy, which at aoce deftroys all religlous berty; beeaule be bcing of cowrfe Judge of that,
L . gendency will aake his mwvn opinions the (ule of judgment, and approve or condemu the fentiments of others 4
. . culyas they Mall fuare wirth, or differ from his owvn: That ic ls Ume enough for the rightfu) parpofes of

¢ cwl governmeat far lts officers 1o ioterfcre when principles break oat Into overtacts agalnft peace snd good
... ordets Aod faally, that truth bs greac and wil) prevail if lefe to herfelf; that fhe is the proper and fufficient .

antsgonift w0 evroar, snd has notblog to fear from the con unleSs by haman intevpolitioo, dlﬁ:?d of hex \°
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-, mataral wea free argument and debate; erroars ceafisg W be dangeroms when it Iy permitt ecly 30
" contradi} them. B . i
'C- ° WE the Geoeral Afferhbly of Virgisie do em&, that o man flull be compelled frequent of fapport
' any religoas Worftip place or Minlftry whatfoever, nor fluf be enforced, reftrained, moldlled, or Wrthened )
= in his body or goods, tar (all otherwife faffer oa account bls religious opinlons or belicf, but that all men °.
? 00l be free to profels, and by argament to malntaln their opinions @ matters of religion, ad thagshe Gme  §
, . Ol in no wife diqiaith, mlns, or affet their dvil capackies. . ' ¢
M- . AND though we well mow that this Afembly, eleéted by the people for the ordinery parpofes of fegifladoa
% only, \uv;:rmxo reftrain che aQs of I%Aﬂ'qb‘hs, conftitated with powers equal to our own, .|
- that are to declare this a& irvevocahle be ¢f Do effect in Jaw; yet we are free w dedlare, and -

do declare, that the rights hereby aflerted are of the nacml rights of mankind, and that if any a4, Muadl be - 'y
bereafter paficd (o repea) the prefens, & W QATOW ity opeation, fach a8 will be an Infrivgerment'of matwral |,
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